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and the famous Tiruppavaz (30 stanzas) of Andal
are also included in the Mudaldi/irarn. The above
poems along with the Irdmdmijanuttandddi of
Tiruvarangattamudanar constitute the 4000 stan-
zas of the Divyaprabandham. Highest philosophi-
cal truths are embodied in these Tamil hymns of
the gifted Alvars and so these are considered as
important for Vaisnava religion as the Upanisads;

and the two. the Tami1 Divyaprabandham and
the Sanskrit Upanlsads are styled Ubhaya-
veddnba. But the most significant point about
the literature in the vernacular is that it reveals
the greatness of the urcavaiara or idol-worship.
It embodies the spiritual experiences of the Alvars
in the different temples. In this manner Srinivasa
has been extolled by nine of the Alvars.

The Saiva religious hymns in Tamil are
collectively known as the Tirumurais. They are
twelve in number. The Tevaram of Tirujnana-
sambandar, Tirunavukkarasu (Appar) and Sundar-
murti constitutes the first seven Tirzimurais.
Tiruvacakani and Tirzikkovaydr of Manikya-
vacakar form the eight. Tzrzivncaippd and Tiru-
ppalldndu of different authors form the ninth-
Tirumular's Tirumantram is the tenth.  The
eleventh consists of 40 poems by 12 authors.
Perlyapurdnam (otherwise called Tirzittondar-
pvrdnavf/ of Sekkilar constitutes the 12th. Here